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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (21 7) 581-5981 - Home: (21 7) 348-7 553 
88-63 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
EASTERN HOSTS HONORS COUNCIL CONFERENCE 
March 1, 1988 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University is hosting the Honors 
Council of the Illinois Region (HCI R) spring conference Thursday and 
Friday. 
Approximately 110 honors students, faculty and administrators from 
19 public and private colleges and universities in Illinois, including 
Eastern, plan to attend the two-day conference featuring workshops on 
such topics as honors student organizations, science in honors and the 
Presidential Scholars Program. 
The theme of this year's conference is "Honors: A Real Education?" 
which deals with concerns presented in the books "Cultural Literacy" by 
E.D. Hirsch and "Closing of the American Mind" by Allen Bloom. 
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"The HCIR is a regional association of Illinois public and private 
university honors programs," Dr. Herbert Lasky, EIU Honors Programs 
director, said. 
"The conference allows students to meet each other and to compare 
their educations," he added. 
EIU President Stan Rives, Lasky and Angela Jones, conference 
planning co-chair, will give opening remarks at a 6:30 p.m. banquet 
Thursday. Dr. Thomas Ranck, HCIR president, will present the keynote 
address on "The Value of an Honors Program. " 
The schools attending the conference are Bradley University, 
Elmhurst College, Illinois Benedictine College, Illinois State 
University, Joliet Junior College, Loyola University, McHenry County 
College, Millikin University, Moraine Valley Community College, North 
Central College, Northeastern Illinois University, Northern Illinois 
University, Oakton Community College, Richland Community College, 
Rosary College, the University of Illinois at Chicago, the University 
of Illinois at Urbana and Western Illinois University . 
Lasky said the honors programs at Eastern have been in existence 
for six years and "continue to grow and flourish . " 
Two honors programs are offered; University Honors, a 
lower-division program; and Departmental Honors. an upper-division 
program. 
"Both University and Departmental Honors Programs offer students of 
superior academic ability an unusual opportunity to develop their 
potential for intellectual achievement. These programs are intended to 
aid students in developing such qualities as independence of mind by 
undertaking an enriched curriculum which provides in-depth studies," 
Lasky said. 
The public is invited to attend the workshops. For further 
information, ~all 581-2017. 
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